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AFRICAN  
 
Bright Move Network 
Clementine Msengi, Director (Rwanda) 
PO Box 405 
Cedar Falls, IA 50613 
319-504-0560 
clementine@brightmove.org  
 
NUER (and other refugees from the 
Sudan and Somalia) 
Lutheran Social Services 
3200 University Avenue 
Des Moines, IA 50311 
515/271-7418 
 
Dual Gony (Nuer) 
2310 Prairie View West, #103 
Ames, IA  50010 
515/232-0669 
dgony@iastate.edu  
 
Bureau of Refugee Services 
Department of Human Services 
John Wilken, Bureau Chief 
1200 University Ave, Suite D 
Cityview Building 
Des Moines, IA 50314-2330 
515/283-7999; 800/362-2780; fax 515/283-
9160 
jwilken@dhs.state.ia.us   
http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/homepages/dhs/re
fugee/  
 

mailto:clementine@brightmove.org
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http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/homepages/dhs/refugee/


AFRICAN AMERICAN 
 
Media & Events Consultant 
Betty C. Andrews 
2608 Sheridan Ave. 
Des Moines, IA 50310 
515 238-4335  
bettycandrews@yahoo.com  
 
Creative Visions 
Ako Abdul-Samad 
1343 13th Street 
Des Moines, IA 50314 
515/244-4003 
akoabdul@aol.com  
 
African American Historical Museum 
and Cultural Center of Iowa  
Kristine Chiafos 
Development Director/Acting Director 
55 - 12th Avenue S.E. 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 
(319) 862-2101 Phone 
(319) 862-2105 Fax 
kchiafos@aol.com   
 
Fort Des Moines Memorial Park & 
Education Center (Black Officers 
Memorial) 
Phyllis Swink and Caesar Smith 
P.O. Box 35395 
Des Moines, Iowa 50315-0304 
1-888-828-FORT 
(515) 282-8060 
www.fortdesmoines.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Iowa Commission on the Status of  
African Americans 
Abraham L. Funchess, Administrator  
Department of Human Rights - Lucas State 
Office Building 
Des Moines, IA 50319  
(515) 281-3855 or (800) 351-4659  
Fax: (515) 242-6119  
Abraham.Funchess@iowa.gov 
or  
Kim Cheeks, Program Coordinator  
515-281-3274  
Kim.Cheeks@iowa.gov  
http://www.state.ia.us/government/dhr/saa/i
ndex.html  
 
For My People: The 1st Annual Iowa 
African American Resource Directory & 
Biennil Statistical Report On The Status 
Of Iowa's African American Community 
Jonathan R. Narcisse  
515/284-5006 
fax 515/284-1234 
 
 
Martin Luther King Center 
515 Beech 
Waterloo, IA 50703 
319-234-7543 
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AMERICAN INDIAN/First Nations 
People 
 
General Information 
 
American Indian Council 
Indian Employment & Training Program 
Jennifer Hunt (Lakota & Omaha) 
215 Watson Powell Jr. Way 
Des Moines, IA 50309 
(w) 515/281-9702; (w) 800/546-4898 
 
Central Iowa Circle of First Nations 
2807 42nd Street 
Des Moines, Iowa  
50310-3406 
515-371-6315  
info@cicfn.org 
http://www.cicfn.org  
 
Howard Crow Eagle (Diné) 
515/371-6315 
hcroweagle@yss.ames.ia 
http://www.cicfn.org  
 
Sac & Fox Tribe of IA 
Jonathan Buffalo, Hist. Pres. Coord. 
3137 “F” Avenue 
Tama, IA 52339-9629 
641-484-5358 
jlbuffalo@meskwaki.org    
 
Sioux City Indian Education Committee, 
Inc.  
Connie Bear King  
1700 Geneva St.  
Sioux City, IA 51103  
(712) 252-0811  
CBearKing@aol.com 
 

mailto:info@cicfn.org
http://www.cicfn.org/
mailto:hcroweagle@yss.ames.ia
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ASIAN 
 
Iowa Asian Alliance 
Kim L. Poam, Executive Director 
Regency 1 Bldg. 
1501 50th St., Suite 200 
WDM, IA 52066 
515/309-6047  
KLPoam@iowaasianalliance.com 
 
Asian Indian 
Sayes N. Ganpat, President 
1223 65th Place 
WDM, IA 50266 
snginc@aol.com 
515-222-1622 
 
Hindu Temple & Cultural Center of Iowa 
3392 155th Lane 
Madrid, IA 50156 
515-795-2635 
http://www.iowatemple.org  
 
Iowa Commission on the Status of Asian 
and Pacific Islanders 
Cyndi Chen, Administrator 
Lucas Bldg 
 321 E. 12th Street 
Des Moines, IA 50319  
(515) 281-4223 
Cyndy.chen@iowa.gov  
http://www.iowacapi.org/index.asp 
 
 
Chinese 
 
Chinese Association of Iowa  
Swallow Yan, President  
1947 NW 152nd St. 
Clive, Iowa 50325 
Email: iowachinese@yahoo.com 
Web: www.iowachinese.org 
Phone: 515-987-2289 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lao 
 
Wat Lao Buddhavas 
Khampheng Manirath (contact)  
1824 SE Park Ave. 
Des Moines, IA 50320  
515/263-1654 
kmanirath@aol.com 
  
 
Cambodian 
 
Iowa Asian Alliance/ Wat Khmer 
Kim L. Poam 
Regency 1 Building · 
1501 50th St. Suite 200   
West Des Moines, IA 50266 
(515) 309-6047 
KLPoam@iowaasianalliance.com  
  
 
Wat Khmer Iowa (Cambodian) 
Tith Hem, President 
1901-7 Street (corner of Franklin and 7th) 
 Des Moines, IA 50314 
515/247-0189 
or contact Mr. Hem at: 
(w) 515/564-0330; (h) 515/299-9930  
 
 
Japanese 
 
Japan America Society of Iowa 
PO Box 12093 
Des Moines, IA 50312 
www.i-rule.net/jasi.org 
 

http://www.iowatemple.org/
http://www.i-rule.net/jasi.org


Taidam 
 
Employee & Family Resources 
Vienna Hoang, Prevention Specialist 
1446 MLK, Jr. Pkwy 
Des Mones, IA 50314 
515/471-2381 
vhoang@efr.org  
 
Young Tai Dancers 
Vilay Nguyen  
Des Moines, IA 
vnguyen@bankerstrust.com  
h/515-277-7853; c/515/371-9231 
  
Tai Studies Center 
Ms. Siang Bacthi, Phim Baccam 
618 E. 18th Street, Suite 206 
Des Moines, IA  50316 
515/263-9152 
TaiStudiesCtr@aol.com  
 
Vietnamese 
 
Vietnamese American Cultural 
Association 
C/o Des Moines Public Schools ESL 
Program   
Casady Central Office Building 
DMPS 
1801 16th Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50314 
Vinh Nguyen: 515/371-9759, 515/242-7853 or 
h/515-277-7853 
vinh.nguyen@dmps.k12.ia.us 
 
Hong An Temple (Vietnamese) 
Ngoa Nguyen (contact) 
1419 MLK Jr. Pkwy 
Des Moines, Iowa 50314 
Tel (515) 288-6944 
 
Vietnamese Art & Culture Assn 
(Dragon Dancers) 
Lien Nguyen 
214 37th Ave. 
East Moline, IL 61244 
309/755-6422 
tuylien@yahoo.com 

mailto:vhoang@efr.org


EUROPEAN 
 
Bosnian 
 
Hawthorn Hill Ministries 
Nelvedina Burnic 
3001 Grand Ave, Suite A 
DM, IA 50312 
515/283-1911 
hawthornhill@juno.com 
 
ENBOS (translation services) 
Jasmin Zulic  
2510 NW 9th St. 
Ankeny, IA 50021 
515-965-9377 
info@enbos.biz 
 
Elmir Krajica, Case Manager 
EFR 
930 Insurance Exchange Bldg 
505 5th Ave 
Des Moines, IA 50309-2316 
515/288-9020, ext. 242 
ekarajica@efr.org 
 
Zjelka Kravica 
Bureau of Refugee Services, DHS 
1200 University Ave, Suite D, Cityview 
Bldg 
Des Moines, IA 50314-2000 
515/283-7999 
Zjelka.Kravica @dhs.state.ia.us 
 
Aldijana Radoncic, culture, translation, 
mental health 
EFR 
1446 MLK, Jr. Pkwy 
DM, IA 50314 
(H)515/221-0530; (W)515/471-2376 
aradoncic@efr.com 
 
Zulfeta Rizvic or Sefika Sarkic 
KUD KOLO 
1229 Ravenwood Rd., #5  
Waterloo, IA 50702 
319-234-6547  
VKL593@home.com or SSarkic@aol.com 

 
Meliha Seferovic 
Refugee Services 
4532 7th Street, #5202 
East Moline, IL 61244 
309-796-0783 
msefero@dhs.state.ia.us 
 
 



OTHER EUROPEAN 
 
Amana Arts Guild 
Gordon Kellenberger, President 
PO Box 114 
Amana, IA 52203 
319-622-3678 
amanarts@juno.com 
http://www.amanaartsguild.com/ 
 
Amana Heritage Society 
Lany Haldy, Director 
PO Box 81 
Amana, IA 52203 
319-622-3567 
amherit@juno.com 
http://www.amanaheritage.org/ 
 
National Czech & Slovak  
Museum & Library  
Gail Naughton, President & CEO 
30 - 16th Avenue SW  
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52404-5904  
Phone: 319-362-8500  
Fax: 319-363-2209  
gnaughton@ncsml.org  
ttp://www.ncsml.org/ 
 
Danish Windmill 
PO Box 245 
Elk Horn, IA 51531 
712-764-7472 
www.danishwindmill.com 
 
The Danish Immigrant Museum  
Terri Johnson, Executive Assistant 
2212 Washington Street 
PO Box 470 
Elk Horn IA 51531 
800.759.9192 
dksec@metc.net 
 
French Icarian Colony Foundation 
Saundra Clem Leininger 
503 8th St 
Corning, IA 50841 
515-322-4717 
icaria@frontiernet.net 
 

Italian-American Cultural Center 
Patricia Civitate, Director 
1961 Indianola Ave 
Des Moines, IA 50315 
(515) 280-3719 
Civitate@IACCofIA.0rg 
http://iaccofia.org/  
 
Kalona Historical Village (Amish) 
PO Box 292 
Kalona, IA 52247 
319-656-2519 
 
Society of Italian Americans 
2200 S Union 
Des Moines, IA 50315 
515-280-3179 
 
Swedish Heritage and Cultural Center 
410 Hilltop Ave. 
P.O. Box 231 
Stanton, IA 51573 
(712) 829-2840, toll free (877) 329-2840, 
or Don Peterson (712) 829-2186  
Fax (712) 829-2393 shcc@netins.net 
http://www.stantoniowa.com/community/c
ultural_center.htm  
 
Swedish Heritage Society 
107 James Ave 
Swedesburg, Ia  52652 
319-254-2317 
Swedesburg, IA  52652-0074 
swedish@lisco.com 
http://www.easterniowatourism.org/contact
Detail.asp?c=1137  
 
Vesterheim Norwegian-American 
Museum 
523 W. Water St. 
Decorah, IA 52101 
(563) 382-9681  
info@vesterheim.org 
http://www.vesterheim.org/index.php  
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LATINO 
 
Division of Latino Affairs 
Armando Villareal , Director 
Dept. of Human Rights 
321 E. 12TH ST. 
Des Moines, IA 50319 
 (515) 281-4070 
Armando.Villareal@iowa.gov 
http://www.state.ia.us/dhr/la/ 
 
Latinos Unidos 
Lena Avila Robison 
4119 27th Street 
Des Moines Iowa 50310  
IowaLatina@aol.com 
515-279-6840 
Fax 515-323-8999 
 
Immigrant Rights Project 
Sandra Sanchez, Director 
American Friends Services Committee 
Central Region 
4211 Grand Ave. 
DM, IA 50312 
515/274-4851 
ssanchez@afsc.org 
 
El Foro 
Dave Munoz 
dave@munozproductions.com 
 
Viento del Tropico (Spanish Newspaper) 
Sergio Corona, President/Publisher 
PO Box 572  
Perry, IA 50220 
515/465-3508 
tropico@sprynet.com 
 

  
 
 



BUDDHIST RESOURCES  
 
Wat Lao Buddhavas (Lao) 
 Khampheng Manirath (contact) 
1824 SE Park Ave. 
Des Moines, IA 50320 
515/263-1654 
 
Hong An Temple (Vietnamese) 
Ngoa Nguyen (contact) 
1419 MLK Jr. Pkwy 
Des Moines, Iowa 50314 
Tel (515) 288-6944 
 
Wat Khmer Iowa (Cambodian) 
Tith Hem, President 
1901-7 St. 
Des Moines, IA 50314 
515/247-0189 
or contact Mr. Hem at: 
(w) 515/564-0330; (h) 515/299-9930  
 
 
ISLAMIC RESOURCES 
 
Iowa Islamic Heritage & Culture Center: 
Mother Mosque of America 
1335 9th St NW 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52405 
(319) 366-3150 
 
Islamic Center of Des Moines 
Mohamed Khan 
6201 Franklin Ave 
Des Moines, IA 50322 
515/255-0112 
 
Islamic Center of Cedar Rapids 
2999 1st SW Ave 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52404 
319-362-0857 
 
Muslim Community Organization 
Mohamed Khan, Imam and Director 
1087 25th Street  
Des Moines, IA 
(h) 515-266-7591 
mwkhan@mac.com 
 

JEWISH RESOURCES 
 
Jewish Family Services 
910 Polk Blvd. 
Des Moines, IA 50312 
515/277-6321 
 
Jewish Community Relations 
Commission 
Mark Finkelstein 
910 Polk Blvd. 
Des Moines, IA 50312 
515/277-6321 
jcrc@dmjfed.org 
 
Beth El Jacob 
954 Cummins Blvd 
Des Moines, IA  
515/274-1551 
 
Chabad Lubavitch JRC of Iowa Shul 
943 Cummins Parkway 
Des Moines, IA  
515/277-1718 
 
Temple B’nai Jeshurun 
5101 Grand Ave 
Des Moines, IA 50312 
515/274-4679 
 
Tifereth Israel Synagogue 
924 Polk Blvd. 
Des Moines, IA  50312 
5115/255-1137 
 
 
 



 STATE OF IOWA RESOURCES 
 
Bureau of Refugee Services 
Department of Human Services 
John Wilken, Bureau Chief 
1200 University Ave, Suite D 
Cityview Building 
Des Moines, IA 50314-2330 
515/283-7999; 800/362-2780; fax 515/283-
9160 
jwilken@dhs.state.ia.us   
http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/homepages/dhs/re
fugee/   
 
Iowa Arts Council 
Rachelle H. Saltzman, Ph.D., Folklife 
Coordinator 
600 E. Locust  
Des Moines, IA 50312 
515/242-6195 
riki.saltzman@iowa.gov 
www.iowaartscouncil.org  
 
Iowa Commission on the Status of  
African Americans 
Abraham L. Funchess, Administrator  
Department of Human Rights - Lucas State 
Office Building 
Des Moines, IA 50319  
(515) 281-3855 or (800) 351-4659  
Fax: (515) 242-6119  
Abraham.Funchess@iowa.gov 
or  
Kim Cheeks, Program Coordinator  
515-281-3274  
Kim.Cheeks@iowa.gov  
http://www.state.ia.us/government/dhr/saa/i
ndex.html  
 
Iowa Commission on the Status of Asian 
and Pacific Islanders 
Cyndi Chen, Administrator 
Lucas Bldg 
 321 E. 12th Street 
Des Moines, IA 50319  
(515) 281-4223 
Cyndy.chen@iowa.gov  
http://www.iowacapi.org/index.asp 
 

 
Iowa Department of Human Services 
David Meeks, ODS 
Diversity Program Manager 
Hoover State Office Building 
1305 East Walnut Street 
Des Moines, IA. 50319-0114 
515-281-3095 
inclusion@dhs.state.ia.us 
 
Division of Latino Affairs 
Armando Villareal, Director 
Lucas State Office Building 
DM, IA 50319 
515-281-4080 
Armando.villareal@iowa.gov 
http://www.state.ia.us/government/dhr/la/ind
ex.html 
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GENERAL SERVICES IN IOWA (NOT 
FOR PROFITS) 
 
 
General 
 
Iowa Center for Immigrant Leadership 
and Integration 
Mark Grey, PhD. , Program Director  
Lang Hall 221 
University of Northern Iowa 
Cedar Falls, IA 50614-0133 
Phone: (319) 273-3029 
Fax: (319) 273-3885 
mark.grey@uni.edu 
http://www.bcs.uni.edu/icili/index.html  
 
 
Multicultural Programs 
 
World of Difference 
Sherry Gupta, Director 
11822 NW Brookview Lane  
Grimes, IA 50111  
515-273-8569 
www.worldofdifference.us 
 
 
Translation Services 
 
Iowa Council for International 
Understanding (translators) 
Executive Director 
1000 Walnut Street 
Suite 1105 
Des Moines, IA 50309 
515/282-8269 
www.iowaciu.org 
 
 
 

http://www.uni.edu/
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NATIONAL RESOURCES 
 
National Voluntary Agencies 
Office of Refugee Resettlement 
http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/orr/volag
s.htm#VOLAGS 
National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the USA 
Communication Department 
475 Riverside Drive, Room 850 
New York, NY 10115 
Tel. (212) 870-2227 Fax (212) 870-2030 
sarah@ncccusa.org 
http://www.ncccusa.org/about/about_ncc.ht
m 
 
Ethiopian Community Development 
Council, Inc.  
1038 South Highland Street  
Arlington, Virginia 22204  
(703) 685-0510 Fax: (703) 685-0529 
ecdc@erols.com 
http://www.ecdcinternational.org/ 
 
Episcopal Migration Ministries, National 
HQ 
Refugee Program Staff  
Episcopal Church Center 
815 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 
800-334-7626 or 212-867-8400 
http://www.ecusa.anglican.org/emm/ 
 
HIAS 
(Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society) 
333 Seventh Avenue, 17th Floor 
New York, NY 10001-5004 
212-967-4100; Fax: 212-967-4483 
info@hias.org 
http://www.hias.org/ 
 
International Rescue Committee 
122 East 42nd Street 
New York, New York 10168-1289 
(212) 551-3000; Fax: (212) 551-3180 
irc@theIRC.org 
http://www.intrescom.org/index.cfm 
 

Immigration and Refugee Services of 
America 
1717 Massachusetts Ave, NW #200 
Washington, DE 20036 
http://www.irsa-uscr.org/ 
 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee 
Service 
700 Light Street 
Baltimore MD 21230 
410/230-2700; Fax 410/230-2890 
lirs@lirs.org 
http://www.lirs.org/  
 
Office of Migration & Refugee Services 
United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops 
3211 4th Street, N.E. 
Washington, DC 20017-1194 
202/541-3170  
Refugee Programs: mrsrp@usccb.org 
http://www.nccbuscc.org/mrs/index.htm 
 
 
World Relief Corporation 
P.O. Box 868 
Baltimore, MD 21203 
443-451-1900 
For general Information 
WorldRelief@wr.org 
<mailto:WorldRelief@wr.org> 
http://www.wr.org/ 
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